-JUL-2004 16:52 FROM Kehnedys 




% Office I 



10/50215 



TO 0016172487100 



P. 32 



DT12Rec'dPCT/PT0 19 JUL 2004 




^^^^ 

pivnsToniK PEOPLE 

Express Mail Label No. EV375068852US 



Incorporated Technologies (Holdings) Ltd. 

% Kennedys Patent Agency Limited 

Floor 5, Queens House 

29 St Vincent Place 

GLASGOW 

G12DT 



Your Reference: itcJ 591.uk jae 
Apptication No: GB 0219913.1 



The Patent Oflice 
Patents Directorate 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road, Newport 
South Wales NPIO 8QQ 

Ezamimert 01633 813545 

^£-inail: david.nia8kery@patentgov.uk 

Switchboard: 01633 814000 

01633 814444 
Minicom: 08459 222250 
DX 722540/41 aeppaPa±3 
http://www.pateiitgov«iik 



27 March 20O3 



Dear Sirs 
Patents Act 1977: 

Combined Search and Examination Report under Sections 17 and 18(3) 
Latest date for reply; | 19 January 2004 



I enclose two copies of my search and examination report and a copy of the citations. 

By the above date you should either file axneudinent$ to meet the objections in the report or 
make observations on them. If you do not, the spplication may be refused. 



Publication 

I estimate that, provided you have met all formal requirements, preparations for publication of 
your application will be completed soon after 10 June 2003. You will then receive a letter 
infomiing you of completion and telling you the pubUcadon number and date of publication. 

Amendment/withdrawal 



If you wish to file amended claims for inclusion with the published application^ or to 
withdraw the application to prevent publication, you must do so before the preparations for 
pubhcation are completed. No reminder will be issued. If you write to the Office less than 
3 weeks before the above conq)letion date, please mark your letter prominently: "URGENT - 
PUBLICATION IMMINENT". 



Use of E-mail: Please note that e-mail should be used for coirespondence only. 
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Yours faithfiilly 

David P Maskery 
Examiner 

Important informaiiciii about combined search and ezaminatidii 

I also ask that you lake note of llie following points. These miglit have a bearing on the future stages of your 
application because the examination report has been sent to you before your application has been published. 

(a) You may file voluntary amendments before making a full response to my examinatjoA teporL We Avill 
publish Willi your application any new or amended claims you file voluntarily or as a full response, 
provided that they are received before preparations for publication are con^letcd. It would help us 
when you file amendments before publication if you could prominently indicate in a covering letter 
whetlier or not the amendments are intended as a £ill response to the examination report. 

(b) If you file a full response to the examination report before your application is published I will consider 
it as soon as possible. However^ if this would disrupt the publication of your application, I would have 
to delay taking any action mtil the application bad been published. This delay coidd be up to 3 months, 
depending upon when we receive your response. 

(c) There is another situation when there migjit be a delay between you fiLing a full response and the Patent 
Ofi^ responding to it This would arise if you met all my objections but your application had not or 
had only recently been published. I could not report the outcome of my re^xammation until I was 
satisfied that the search was con^lete for documents published before the priority date of your 
invention and that anybody interested in the application has had three months following publication of 
the application to make observations on the patentability of your invention. 

(d) Provided that the requirements of the Act have been met* I can send your ^plication to grant as early as 
throe months after publication. Before doing so I will bring the original search up to date aud raise with> . » 
you any further objection that Tnight result from this top-up search. However, there is a possibility that 

at that time I may not have access to aU the patent applications published after the priority date of your 
invention and of possible relevance to your application. If this is the case I would have to oftn^lete the 
search after grant and if necessary raise any new found novelty objection then. 
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Claims searched: 1-10 Date of search: 26 Match 2003 

Patents Act 1977 : Search Report under Section 17 



Documents considered to be relevant! 



Categoiy 


Relevant 
to claims 


Identity of documeint and passage or figure of particular relevance 


X, Y 


XI -3,7 - 
9 

V4 


US 5826068 


(ADAPTEC INC) See fig 2, col 2 lines 40 - 63, 
col 4 lines 7 - 24, col 5 lines 31 - 35 col 15 - col 
17. 


X,Y 


Xl-3.7- 
9 

Y4 


US 5537646 


(BUCK et AL) See fig 1. col 2 lines 1 -36 and 
col 4 line 22 -28. 


X,Y 


X 1 - 3, 7 
Y4 


US 6098140 


(ADAPTEC INQ See fie 12. col 2 lines 8-29 
col 3 lines 19 - 24, col 6 lines S 1 - 58. 


X 


4 


WO 01/38997 Al 


(NMI ELECTRONICS) See page 4 para 2, page 
5 para 5, page 8 para 1 and page 10 para 3. 


X,Y 


1,25-7 
Y 10 


WO 01/80026 A2 


(DIGI INTERNATIONAL) See figs and page 2 
line 17 to page 5 line 7. 


Y 


10 


US 6266786 Bl 


(VIA TECHNOLOGIES) See fig 2 


Y 


10 


EP 0996050 A2 


(FUJITSU LTD) See fig 3 


X 


l,2and7 


US 6263391 Bl 


(ADAPTEC INC) See fig 5 and col 2 lines 14 - 
48. 


X 


1. 2 and 7 


US 5313587 


(EIITACHI MICRO SYSTEMS) See fig 1 and 
col 2 lines 2 - 17. 


X 


1,2 and? 


EP 0380105 A2 


(HUGHES AIRCRAFT CO) See fig 1 and page 
1 lines 27 - 50. 



X 


Dcwument indic&Hng lack of novelty or inventive step 


A Doeument indicating teehnoloajca] b&ckatotmd ond^ state of the ari. 


Y 


DoQumsnt indiciting lack of inventive step if combined 
with one or more other documents of same category. 


P Document published on or a£ter thedeelarpd piloriiydate but bcfbie the 
filing date of this invention. 


& 


Member of the nanie patent family 


R Patent document publislied on or after, but with priority date earlier 
than, the filing date of this aiqslicatidn. 
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